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'Tothe Right Honorable 

Txzoraitus Earl. of  Huntingpon » 
Ford Haſtings, Hungerford, Botreaulx, Malyns, -: 

' '... Moules,' Stomet , and Pewerel, 8c. 
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MY LORD, 

Hu Sermon. Preached Sixteen 
Years agoe and upward, upon your 
Lordſhips Account (though then F: 
you was nat able to take notice of ſ 
it) having layne by me ever ſince, does now, 
by your Lordfhips particular defire, (which I 

ſhall ever interpret as a Command) preſent it 

ſelf to your Lordſhips hands. It was my defire 
(being ſufficiently conſcious to my ſelf of ſe- 
vera or tov for it) that it might have 
enjoyed the ſame ſecurity , by enjoying the 
ſame obſcurity fill. But fince your Lordſhip 

will have it otherwiſe, Iprefer my obedience / 
to all other conſiderations, and wholly ſurren.- 
2 der 


»eng that _if you [hall th1 "it 4 4 
not) to o ſu fer? it to ſte any ofa hight, then 


Fo 


that of your: Lordſhips Clajet', it nay, appear. 
under the Patronage of your Honouroname, 
as a ſmall Teſtimony of thegreat obligation L 
have to your Honour , and N{oble Family : 
For whoſe health and wg daily hi 
eth (457 in Wy he n ' Bound)” - 2g 
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a ©'Luke3, —_— 22, 


| 
XoWv when all the prople were baptized, it came to paſs, "that Peſus al 
being baptized, and praying, the Heaven was opened. - 
And the Holy & hoſt deſcended in a bodily ſhape , like a Dowe upon him, and 
4 voice came from Heaven which {6d, Thow art my beloved Son , in 
Thee I am well eaſed and © 


AN. Ct Ty Tomy it hath pleaſed Almighty God, in 
- A 


his gracious” Providence , out of- his 
= infinite mercy and poodneſs to this 
> iNluſtrious Family , to afford unto 
them this new and lively hope, of 
repairing their late ineſtimable oſs 3 ſo as for one: 
(and that their, onely ) Son; ſown in tears;,*to- let 
them reap another in joy : And ſince by the occa- 
lion of bringing this Infant to his Holy Bapriline, 
the opporturyty of ſpeakmg concerning Baptifm 
is ſo happily pat into our hands; T concawvel could 
not make a fitter choice” of 'a Text of Scripture, 
whereupon ro grourid ſuch adiſcontſe , thanthis , 
whichis'in ſhort the Hiſtory of his Baptiſin who! 


inſtituted ours. The Author of this Sacrament; 
| _d 


(2) 
Q LAG LLUTH prof our Salvation is-the lame, even 
our LordandSaviour Jeſus Chriſt; who.inſtituted 
thisholySicrameotby his precept,and fanRifyed ic 
by bis Example, and hath promiſed to accompany 
the right uſe of it; by the internal efficacy and ope- 
ration of his holy Spirit unito the end bf the world. 
Go (ayes he )) and teach all . Nations , Baptizing 
bem inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, 8c. And loe T am with you alway 
even to the end of the world. Chriſt aſſiſts his own 
Ordinance, with his own ſpirit, and promiſes here, 
that he will doſo to the end of the world, which 
promile be, for his part, will moſt ſurely perform, 
procuring in the, Baptiſm of thoſe that ate rightly 
Baptiz'd , the ſame miraculous and ſupernatural 
effe&s,in an internal and viſible manner., that ſo 
viſibly and openly happened at his own Baptiſm ; 
namely, the opening of Heaven; Conferring the 
Holy Ghoſt upon, the Baptiz'd, and entring and 
enrolling of chem as the ſervants and ſons of God, 
For ſo when he was baptized, we read , that the 
Heavens were opened, the, Holy Ghoſt came 
down, !and a yoice from Heaven was heard faying, 
Thou art my beloved Son, in Thee T am well pleaſed. 
How this is performed, ſhall, be ſhown in the 
latter part of this Duſcourle;, when, we come to a 
Review of the Text by way of Application. © In 
the 


(GY 
che mean time we will confider the words then 
ſelves as they are here Hiſtorically propos'd: and 
laid down before us. 

Ando they will engage us to the obſcrvation 
of theſe three Parriculars: 

x. The Baptiſm it (Ulf, of our Saviour. 

2. Fhe miraculous effeAs that purer wy it, 2s. 
rhe o pening of Heaven ; the deſcent of the Holy 
hoſt in a viſible ſhape; and hſtly, a Voice from 
Heaven in an audible manner / JOY our 
Saviour to be the Son of God: 

3. The Inſtrument or means whereby all this 
Was procured; vi%. the-Prayers of our Saviour, ' | 

Jeſus alſo being baptized [and praying, J the 
WE ok was opened, and the Holy Ghoſt defcend- 
ed in a bodily ſhape, like a dune upon him, anda 

ct came from Heaven which/ſaid, Thowart my 
belowed Son, in thee I am well pleaſed. _ 

Firſt, ofthe Baptiſm of our Saviour. Now when 
all the people were baptiſed, it eame to paſs that Feſus 
i being baptized, Sc. 

| This: asall other Afions, is to be conifidered 
with thofe circumſtances thatartend it; concerning 
which , the Stor bary Arn takes notice of chtee , Time, 
Company, and ! 

x. For the time; I is {aid to have been'when 
Jeſus began tobe about thirty years of age, ver. we 
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TT OT, nw 
FG wacourSrviovtwhenbs covered won his 
: * Miniſterial:charge-3 noÞthat-hid Alyligieswerc.nop 
= grownup till then, for we read, that; tithe, age of 
Lab 2.46, twelve.) be wascable to;lypes with Dogors. 
” Toanſwer, andoppoſle roo,-tokhe; dmj{atign of, 
the Hearensgi Roreo teach lus thaccheworkpot the 
Maniſtety is not;the; wotkipt Ialapts.,;Fhe ancient 
Chdarchi{(guided; na dgubt by,this example) for- 
bad?any{to; epter pon that calling” till, Thirty.) 
Theprefent.eanonsgiveagreater liberty, ; but yer 
ſet a time, before whickrpope ſhall /bs;capable; ob 
IIS AO were pat. + Sick 
the gencratrule)ok menszadging ot: thezr,, Ft 
foi: qhis calling \ would: be the, readinehs. of their 
praferment. when! they; enter'd upon it,, Orher; 
asto the; circumſtanceot Lime | with rgfps, 
rencato.this Agion, being.only iradifignal, w,wall 
be enough (if not 90 much.) poly\tamentionaph 
toinfifgponabem? into nocd do hit 
i\There 15 an ancieat tralition that-this Baptiſin, 
of our Saviourfell out on the fixth of-Jaruary.,) on, 
iyhichilwe celebrate the;Fealt,gi, the Epiphany 
ypon-which ddy:bkewilh <-35;the .famearatbrign, 
{ajes) the-fitſt! airaciet thaf,0u, SAYIQRT 4ig; pk 
turning Water into Wine » 4 VIppeny ; pat 
certainty. thergis:blithbfe\thinss,-L dJetgzrmine gor, 
any, moretbap of yhat;yt OT Oe] 
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(5) 
ing the day of the work on which it happened; 
we (ayes he in a certain Homily of his ) was on 
the Lords-Day. Quam ſacer (&- ventrabilis eft hic 
Dzes, &c. How ſacred and venerable (ſayes he) 
1s this Lotds day of ours, on which ſo many won- 
derful and remarkable things have fallen out for 
the univerſal benefit and good of Mankind. This 
was the firſt day of the Creation , on which the 
Light was created, being, as it were ſtruck out of 
the Chaos by the Fiat, or almighty Word of God. 
This the day on which the Children of I(rael paſt 
on dry ground through the Red Sea. This the day. - 
on which it firſt rained Manna: The day on which 
Chriſt was baptized in Þordan : The day whereon 
he turned Water into Wine in Cana of Galikee : 
The day on which his ſacred Benediftion mulct- 
plyed five Loaves co the ſatisfa&ion of five hun- 
dred perſons : The day on which himſelf rofe from 
Death : The day on which he ſent the Holy Ghoſt; 
And the day on which we doexpe@ him (to hee) 
to appear a ſecond time to Fudgment. 

. . Several of rhele things are affirmed'to have hap- 
pened on the day rientivned, by Seriptare-itfelf; 
_ as for thereſt chat relye pon Tradition, Þ leave 
every one at liberty re beheve-5 he ſees caufe;and 
fopaſstorhe next and ttidteriaterial cifcutnſtance 
mentioned in the Text ,-:and- that i otir Savionrs 
D119 B Aſlociats, 
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Afociats, his fellow Communicants , or the per- 
ſons that accompanied him in his Baptilm,and were 
Baptized with him ; which the Evangeliſt tells us 
were «ms 3 «5 All the People. Now when all the 
people were baptized it came to paſs alſo that Ieſus 
being baptized, &c. 


It was not a fele& Congregation, or Company 


conpery.. of Saints, that Chriſt received his Baptiſm among 


bat a Rabble or mix multitude ; Phariſees , Sa- 
duces, Publicans and Soldiers; Dregs of men,and 
according to the Baptiſts own Character, a Genera- 


Math. 3.7: 21072 of Vipers. 


'- Our Saviour Chriſt, without all doubt, was a 
perſon ſo pure that he ſtood in no need at all , of 
any Baprtilmal Ablation, or Sacramental puritica- 
tion. "Twas he that purifyed that Element, and 
lanQifyed the waters themſelves, to the myſtical 
waſhing away of ſin. Yet you ſce, he not only 
complyed with the accuſtomed Rites of-his Coun- 
trey(though there was no need for it at all) but he 
choſe to do it, in the company of ordinary and 
valgar people, ina mixt communion, the Rabble 
indeed, and a Generation of Vipers. | 
Does not this example of our Sayiour, ſuffi- 
ciently tax the Inſolence and ſingularity of thoſe 
who refuſe the Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
uponno other account but this, that they muſt re- 
X A ql ceive 


C7) 


ceive it in .a_mixt multitude ? Though perhaps 
they, may thihk the,gompany they receive it in, 
worle then that wherein our Saviour received his 
Baptiſm ; yet I hope, they have not ſo high a con- 
ccit of their own purity, as to think it greater than 
that of the Lamb of God, that was undefiled and 
wirhout ſpot. And yet this great and real purity 
of his ( tranſcendent and imparalleld as it was) 
made him not diſdain to communicate, in his bap- 
tim, with a generation of Vipers. Sacramentorum 
Efficacia nullo modo pendet vel a dignitate miniftran- 
tium wel a puritate communicantinnt. The efficacy 
of either Sacrament does in no fort depend cither 
upon the dignity of the Miniſter that gives it, or 
the purity of the company that takes 1t,, but upon 
the power and veracity of him that inſtituted them, 
and promiſed to accompany the true ule of his 
own ordinances, by his own ſpirit to the end of 
the world. | 
Tis true, that the unworthy Receiver ſhall re- 


ceive Damnation to himſelf. Pur it 15 not his com- _ ute 


pany but his ſins that make him unworthy. And it 
15as.true, on the other fide, that they that come 
Prepared, and rightly diſpoſed for the Recciving 
ot thele holy Seals, neither the meanneſs or unwor- 
thineſs ofthe Miniſter ,, or the unkitneſs.of other 
communicants , can render them -uneffeRual to. 

B 2 _— 


x Pet.1,19. 
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Tnfit. ca. 
17. do Bap- 
$i[mo. 


| 3. Cir- 
cumiance 
Place. 


P. 3.-2u.! 


Jo. 3: 5 


| .. 63 

ſuch, for the reaſon aboveſatd, wiz. That the 
efficacy of the Sacraments depends not upon the 
worth or purity of either giver,or Fellow Receiver, 
but upon tte inſtitution and promiſe of Chriſt. 
This bas ever been held Orthodox Divinity in this 
point, and Mr. Calvin hunfelt delivers it for fuch, 
againſt the Anabaptifts and other Fanaticks of his 
time, aftirming them to be no better than Nova- 
tions and Donatiſts, that teach otherwile. 

Thus much oithe Company,the ſecond circum- 
ſtance obſervable in this Action. 

The third,(which is the Place )isnot ſo material. 
The Evyangelifts St. Mathew and St. Mark, do 
affure us, it was mn the River Tordar, of which ſome 
are ſo curious as to aflign ſeveral Reaſons. As 

*(t others that I ſhall not now mention, I look 
u * of Thomas Aquinas as moſt ſignificant, 
viz, That the River Tordan being the water that 
the Children of Jſrael paſt through into'the Land 
of ' Promiſe, was the fitteft to be made nſe of, in 


. the Juſtification of that Sacrament, by which we 


do ( and without which we cannot”) enter into 
the kingdome of heaven ; according to that of 
our Saviour, Exrepr a man be born of water and 
the ſpirit, be cannot enter mto the Kingdom of God. 
"Arid there are thofe thatventure to tell tis, That 
the place, in the River it felf, where our Saviour 
was : 


W. c 9) | ; 
was Baptiz'd, was the very place the Child At of = 

Wael paſt through, and that the Bapti ed.to 3 WY q 

thoſe Stones, that Jotia cauſed to be erece upon NEON 

the ſhore, in memory of-that miraculous paſſage, 

when he told the Jewes, That God,was able out of Manh. $53 

thoſe Stones td raiſe tp} ebildren unto Abrabam, Of ® 

the truth 6f theſe things let them that, have the cu- 

Tioſicy determine: Se.lobnthe Eyangeliſt tells.gs, >: -.-: 

that the place whete the Baptift did Baptize, was * 

AEnon near Salim; whether this place was over 

againſt Jericho, where the J/raelites paſt'this River, 

| leave to the Geographers to diſpute. Wharſo- 

ever the Reaſon was that movd our Sayiour to be 

Baptized in the-River Jordan, cettain it is (as our 
Church profeſſes in her office of Baptiſm) 'that by 

this Action he did {anGtifhe both that, andall other 

waters, tO the myſticall waſhivg away of fin. 

And [o1 hivedone withthe firſt Pazticular ob- 
ſeryable in this ſtory, which is the Baptiſgje of our 
Saviour, with the ſeveral cuccumſtances: of that 
Acion. | 
 Theſecondis the; miraculous 91094 m_—__ I. 4 
't. " Ofwkich the firſt is- ol. 3hizt Wn 
x. The opening of Heawen.... 

The manner how this was peiformed;avit i TO_ 
<aſie, ſow is not neccary to deternime.! That ic 
was a real: Ruptureor' Diſcontinuance of the hea- 


venly 


- = 
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; "Þ Teo 

vejly am; ts Mtogether improbable, but onely 

"i Appeatance of. af extraordinary Light od 
Bright in the ayre © which: kind of) 

. ,_ menon''or Impreſſion, they that write of Mere: 
__ ors call Vorago or Hiatus ;'of which kind (it is'to 
be believed)- was that Apparition that happened 
to'Sr. Stephen ; where he-ſayes, That be ſaw the 
* Heaven opened, and Teſus ftanding at the right hand 
of God. It is ſufficient to'believe, that the Phce- 
nomenon, or extraordinary Apparition of Iight, 
that-was then beheld by the ſpeQtators,did appear, 
'or ſhewit ſelf ro them, asif the Heavens had real- 

ly opened: | 
But beſide- this there appeared another won- 
der, which was, 

2. The Holy Ghoſt like a Dove deſcending 
and lighting upon bin. \' - | 
* "The Heaven: was 'opened abd the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcended/ip a bodily ſhape, :like a \Dove upon 
him. * Wavingall men Queſti6ns about this 
matter , As, Whether this wasa Dove really,” or 
3n appearance onely ? 'Whether ſcen by our Savi- 


b i -. our andthe Baptiſt alone; vr:iby;the Company al- 
.: © ſo? with ſome others:nidrt» bold:and extravagant 


[then theſe, As; Whether oc nothis Doye-was al- 
ſumi'd" by. the: Holy. !Ghoſt mo; the nity; of. the 
ow hs As (astheSthooles uſe tofpeak.)) -. 

It 


ar) 
' Tt will be ſufficient for us to take notice:that God 
at this time was pleaſed to honour theſolemnuty* 
of his Sons baptilme by fo glorious and viſible a 
Miracle ; which, though it wasa ſufficient Arteſta- 
tion that our Saviour was a Divine and'extracrdis: 
nary Perlon, yet was it not an infallible conviction, 
or Demonſtration that he was the Son of God. 
And therefore (as a full teſtimony of that) this 
viſible, was ſucceeded by an audible, but in all 
reſpects, as great a Miracle ; and that was 
3-' A voice from' Heaven pronouncing. him ;. ai-e- 
to be the Son of God; And. there' came . @ wwice © *#: 
from Heawen, which ſaid, Thou art my belowed Son 
in whom I am well pleaſed. 
Certainly this was the greateft ſolemnity that 
ever happened upon Earth ; where the myſterious 
Cabinet (as a late Author: ſpeakes) of the ſacred 
Trinity, was opened and expoſed: to the view of 
Mortalls. God the Son tn perſon of a Man; God 
the Holy Ghoſt in the likeneſs of a Dove: And 
though no ſhape of God the Father was ſeen, yet 
was his voice heard audibly, atteſting the Divinity 
of our Saviour, - This is my: belowed Son in whine 1 
am well pleaſed. 
- There remaines onely now, the third and laſt Uk 
Particular; which the Text propoſes as obſervable 
in a this ſtory of our Saviours baptiſme. And that is, 
The 
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"PR Br thele Miracles were pro- | 


FREE eurede- And, thats hete {aid to be The 


+ Prayer of our Saviour. 

- Now it.cameto-pals, that Jeſus alſo being bap- 
tied and»praying, the Heaven was opened, and, 
the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily ſhape like 
a. /Dove;upon Hum, -and a voice came from Hea- 
ven, which: faid,; Thou art my. beloved. Son in 
whoni Lam well pleated. Concerning which, it 
will be asproper to ſpeak in the Review, or Ap- 

cation of this Text, unto the preſent occaſi on; 


5-2 += anto-:which-L ſball-now addreſs my ſelf 


When I coptider haw our Saviour was bapti- 
wT not for himſelf, but for us; and how he did 
ſubmic- himfelf to this Rite, that by his Exam- 

ple (as. well as: Precept , and Joſtitution) ke might 
dabne the ule of this; hdly Sacrament) unts- his 
Chmck-to the: end of the warld:31 tnot; at 
al-to affirme that one naw End. of the happen- 
ing of thefe gread Miracles -and Oftents at this: 
time, '-Was,, That they mightferve as ſo: many Pre- 
dichions. and:Stgwhcations. of the {pmritual, Effects, 
and Influences, that. in| all. tnenca Ages ſhould ac-, 
company the uſe of this Sacrament inthe. Chugchz, 
epeaally ir being aftented-to, as' an; vedoubted 
Verity bc all-Chrtkzans, lat thete. ts-nothing ri« 
_ preſcribed, or fipernatirrally happeriningin: 


Scripture 


(an) 
Scripture;'but rclates-cither to ſomething of duty;, 
or ſomething of benefit in the Church. Inſomuch 


that St, Paul ſpeaks of the Baptiſm of the Ifrac- *&: 108; | 


lites under: Moſes' n:the Cloud, andin the Sea, as 
referring/to Chriſt : nay, he ayes that the Rock 
that ifollowed them was Chriſt : An expreſſion to 
be underſtood: like that of Ger. 41. 26. where 
'ris ſaid, The ſeven Kine are (3. per figure) ſeven 
years, as the Rock being ſtruck yielded them wa- 
ter; ſo Chrift percuſſus ad mortem, Spiritum San- 
Bhi obtinutt,” being ſtruck to death, purcha- 
ſed the gifts: of the Holy Spirit for, his Church : 
And as theRock in cftect, (thats, the water that 
came out of the Rock ) followed themin all their 
Journeys; ſo Chriſt by his Spirit accompanies his 
Chucch'tothe end of the, world. That Rock was 
Chriſt,” (11: ) was alively-figure of Him.,,, . 
-] Buc Eceturn| tothe marter:in.hand ; this being 
only a ſhort. Digreffion:1 in-order co. my; preſent 
Deſign, -which 1s to ſhew,;that the ſame Spiric 
-which-.did accompany Chriſt i in his Baptiſm, does 
#tilb:acoompany: the Baptiſm of Chriſt; and that 
in wer uſe of that-Sacrament, Chriſtis, by his 
Spirit; according) to bis prqmiſe, ſtil preſene 
- with his Chiirch,: and; wilt be. ſo to the end of the 


world:: :And that the ſame; miraculons cffecs.. 


that were pettormed/when-he was Baptiz'd are 
Gas C fill 


IL 3nF 
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" ('r4)) 

ſtill'perform'd in rhe due Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm , though not-in a viſible, 
yet in areal manner; That therein, or thereby 
Heaven is opened ;- That theremthe Holy Ghoſt 
1s conferr'd ; and laſtly, that as Chriſt in his, was 
proclaimed to be theSon 3. fo Chriſtians in|their 
Baptiſm: ate receiv'd, admitted, ahd taken: into 
the number , Roll , or Liſt of the Children of 
God. - 

| 1." Of the-opening of Heaven. 

Itis aknown paſſage in the, Song of St. Ayr- 
broſe , commonly called the Te Denw, where, 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, he fayes, When thox batlft 0- 
wercome the ſharpneſs of death, thou didſt open the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers. 

Without looking after Limbus Patram, which 
ſome pretend to findirythis:paflage, the ſenſe of 
it is very obvious'itb any that ſhall conſider it, 
thus, That though it was our Saviours buſineſs in 
his hfe 'trme, to make known. the will of his 

ther to his Diſciples, and to let the whole Na- 


tion of the Jews underſtand, thac the Kingdom 


Lak. 17. 21.Of, Heaven'was: come among them, yetthe fuller 


Revelation of the myſteries thereof was reſervetl 
till after his-death.”- Then it was-that he did ex- 


{ Tak: 24.27-ponnd the Seripturts:an his Diſciples concern- 


ing himſelf, and opetied their underſtandings fo, 
G x þ# as 


as) 
as fully to make 'them perceive the drifq, and » 45 
meaning of what was written both-in Moſes and 
the Praphets concerning Him, ; For forty dayes 
together aſter his Reſurrection, ſpeaking unto 42. :. x, 
them of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God. Then it was that he inſtitnted the. Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm as a Dore of Admiflion and En- 
trance into that Kingdom, commanding them to 4: 28. 
baptize all Nations in the Name of the Father, * 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and to teach them 
to obſerve all things, whatloever He had com- 
manded. Thus when he had overcome the ſharp- 
nels of death, he did open the Kingdom of hcea+ 
ven toall believers. 
But that you may be more fully ſatisfed how 
Baptiſm 1s ſaid to open the Kingdom of heaven, 
you muſt underſtand that the Kingdom of hcaven 
1n the New Teſtament is taken in two fences. 
Firſt (and that very frequently) for the Kingdom 
of Grace;Into whichKingdom there is no entrance 
but by the dore of Baptiſm ; And (with ſubmil- 
fion to the Judgment of the Church) I conceive 
that that. paſlage of- ont Saviour to Nicodenms , 
where he ſayes, Except a man be born of wa- $ih.3. 5, 
ter and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the King-' 
domof Gad ought (primarily atleaſt) to be yn-+ -.,5 » 
derftood in this {erice-; fo as that thomrang gt 
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the'phice isthis;Except a man be baptized, he can- 
not be a Chriſtian,or a Member of my Kingdom. 

Secondly, For the Kingdom of Glory. It Bap- 
tiſm be the dore of admiſſion into the Kingdom 
of Grace, it muſt be conſequently ſo into the 
Kingdom of Glory : For none can be Members 
of the Kingdom of Glory hereafter that are not 
Members of the Kingdom of Grace here. 

What then muſt we conclude (will you fay) 

ObjeRion. concerning them that die unbaptized? Do all 
ſuch certainly and eternaily periſh tor want of 
this Sacrament? Many Chriſtians in the primitive 
times, that had embraced the faith of Chriſt, 
died before they could have the opportunity of 
Baptiſm ; which as Eccleſiaſtical Writers tell us, 
was in thoſe Ages adminiſtred but at certain 
times in the year. Many were martyred, and ſo 
carried: to the place of Execution before they 
could be brought to the Font, or place of Bap- 
tiſm, taſted of the Baptiſm of Fire, before they 
could receive that of Water. 

And laſt of all, what muſt we think of thoſe 
children, thatare born of Chriſtian Parents, and 
yet die unbaptized: ? 

To give a diſtin& Anſwer in all theſe Caſes : 

| Anſwer. I ſay firſt ; as to them who died before they could 

have the opportunity of Baptiſm, they were bap- 

tized 


Tu 
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tized -in voto, though. not de fatto. They were 
baptized in vote and defire : They | were Candi- 
dates of Baptiſm, and fit 'to wear the Livery. of 
the Lamb, but died before it was fit for them. 
In this caſe we are to believe, that the will is ac- 
cepted for the deed; and that where there: Is 
faith, repentance, adn del re of Baptiſm, the all- 
merciful God, whotyes no body to impoſlibili- 
ties, puniſhes none for the want of that , which 
they deſired, but could not have. 

2. As for thole Martyrs that died before they 
were initiated by this Sacrament, it cannot be ab- 
ſolutely {aid that they died unbaptiz'd; for bap- 
tiſmms ſanguinis is a real Baptiſm : The want of 
water, which is the ordinary and outward Ele- 
ment of Baptilm, being ſupplyed by their own 
blood; and inſtead of giving up their Names , 
( which is the form Jin their Martyrdom they pave 

their lives to Chriſt, and ſo. were ſafe int 


Fonts of his, that fayes, IWhoſoever loſes bis life Luke 9. 26% 


for my ſake ſhall ſave it. 
Laſtly, For Infants that die unbaptized, fup- 


poſing that nothing (as is ulually held) of certain- 
ry can be affirmed, 1n this point > Yet, this we are 
cettaimof, :Fhat the. denyal af ſalvation to. ſuch 
was the firſt foundatipn of the, Invention of Lin- 
bus Puerorum, and. that St. Auſtin, who ſometime 
denyed. 


edges Uivtake Was therefore _ 
© Dito Pater Infanture.” Nd though nothing can 
be profionne'd as de fide herein, yet charity binds 
ns to believe (that which init ſelf i very credible, 
and tas been held by the pious and learned of all 
fides) that 5 in bringing of an Infant-co Bap- 
cm the Faith of the "vboſe Church. and of 

chem'rhat preſent it, is reputed as it” OWN : 1o 

in cafe it die before it be baptized, the: vote and 

defire of the whole Church in general (which 

o_y have all her Children bolt wa of that Sa- 
raiment) and that of the faichfull Barents.in (pe- 

cif who did defire'and deſign it, will be accep- 

ted hd reputed for Baptiſm before God. More- 
dvet it'ts ho ſeſs tredibly thefipiouſly held in this 

aſe That what is wanting of the outward mi- 

niſtry of the Church (without the faule of thoſe 

that want it) ſhall be ſupplyedout of the infinite 

Treaſury of the” merits of our faithfil and mer- 

ES > ctfatHigh-prieft, who would not that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould be ſaved. ' 

I * The ſecond Miracle here mentioned to hive 
hap at the Baptiſm of our Saviour, /is the 
happranedr Holy Ghoſt. [Ir patatidl 66 which 

T wnſe' iow t&! (ew: That'thes HolyGholtiz 

confetr' {i [this Bactimierit of Baptiſin; "an that 

\ PDP CAT ones bpbn' theſe 'watcts-of 
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tion as really, ashe Gd; rolureddvo 


upon thoſe at'the Creation. > _- ;Gen. 1. J* 


For the demonſtration of which Truth I ſhall 
bring Three prootes beyondall exception, 1. Our 
Saviour promil 'd.1t ſhould be fo.” 2. The Church 
believes, and has everbehev'd: that it is fo. | 3; The 
anqueſtionable Hiſtory of the Apvſtolick times 
has left it upon ms: that then de faco, it was 
{o. 


' 1. Tohn did indeed -baptize with water but I(fay es 
our Saviour ) will baptize: you with theHoly Ghoſt, * 
And-herein confiſted the 'diflerence 'betwixe the 
baptiſme of our Saviour, and che/baptiline of Tohx 
by Jobns own confeffion: ; T indeed baptize you with 
water, but he that contes afier me ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fare : © (1:) Ac- 
cording to.a uſual Hebraiſm ) with the Fire of the 
Holy:Ghoſt; or withthe Gifts-oPthe\'Holy Ghoſt, 
that are quick'and powetfull;;aftive; arid operative 
as Fire, Thebaprilme of Iobn was no more bat a 

ificative Ceremony”, ſerving to/put'them: 1 in 
mind, thaticametoir, of thenecelſity of Repent- 


5 Matth, 3.114 


AnCce, kind Purity 'of Life ; anUchis was it' that Hob Verf. 11} » 


told' them, where he' -ſayes Tinfead boptivie you 
with water unto R 
-. Our Saviours' aptiſhic' is anoeller's thing : His-: 


buptiting is the Laver of Repeneration; as St.Panl Tir na | 


calls 
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callsit whereih'they that art waſht, are RegeneZ 
- --2rate and born anew, of Water arid of the: Holy 
Ghoſt ; : which hkewile St. Paxl takes notice of in 
that place, as the-inſeparable concomitant of that - 
baptilme 3' Not by Works of "Righteouſneſs ' which 
we bave done , bnt by his mercy he ſaved us by the 
"ty of Regeneration, and renewing of' the Holy 

Ghoſt. 
Secondly. This Promile of our Saviours (whoſe 
Promiſes: are. all of them Tea and. Amen ) muſt 
"needss be acknowledg'd a ſufficient groimd for 
the Gliurch/to-build her Faith upon in this point 3 
.,and'accerdingly/our, Church does:publickly:pro- 
tels her belief of the laine,mn expreſs words,to that 
purpole, in the Colle&' that immediately ſucceeds 
the. Baptilme ; -Seerng now dearly. belaved that this 
Child, is. regenerate, and \grafied into: the: Body of 
Chr ifts. Church g :&6.:1::fand' ;the. Aanclent,/Father 3 
ipeaking, vpon-chB :pvint,-deliyer their; ſence;to 
this purpoſe 3 We: bring, no; SauGtity' ar holine(s 
with .uginto.the World, narare-wo landifyed in 
the, Womb / But:as Ghrift, was :landtityed at his 
a: 1. Conception, ſo wedtgurRegtneration! !, He was 
gonceinid, net. by:Many buthy-rhe' Holy: Ghoſt; 
and we are, not of Blgod,:nordf. the: will-of the 
Ja 3. 33. Fiſh, near 'of the will of Mon, bu of God. The 
>"; - Tamg overſbadgwing power whicli formed his Hu- | 
vile, mane 
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manentture;, teformethours; 'and the ſame Spirit 
affareth tra; remiſſion of: pur ſis, which cauſed tn 
him'an exemption from all ſin, He that was born 
for us upon his Incarnation,1is born within us upon 
our Reveneratiori. 


' Laſfly, What Ohriſt Promiſes, andthe Church 


Profeſſcs to believe, ' we find was really and actu- 
ally perform'din the Apoſtles age in.a viſible and 
erceptible mantier. At the nineteenth/Chapter 
of the Afts of the Apoſiles, weare told, that S.Paul 


III, 


coming upon a time 'to Epheſus, he found there ag. 19. », 
certain Dife ſciples that hawird onely received the;Bap- **. 


+ = me of John, -haq not ſo much. as heard whether 
Jere was ſuch" a thing as the Holy' Ghoſt or 0. 
Herenpon Panl takes them and baptizes them in the 


Name of the Lord lefus ; ; And immediately the Holy Ve 5: 


Ghoſt fell upon them,” and they - ſpake with Tongues ver. 6 


and Prophet) ee. At4 is faid indeed that upon the 
Impofition of St.' Pails hands they received. the 
Holy Ghoft. Now whether this Impoficion othands 
was in, or afterBaptiſme, is not certain, nor much 
materiall : However it was; 'zis moſt certain, that 
tipon their being baprizet-1 in; the Name of the 
Lord Teſns, they received the. Holy Ghoſt, which 
before (ini the'Baptiſme" of John thoy had not. re- 
ceived, nor ſo muchias heard'of. 

| Tis trac, thoſe !Gifes of the Holy Ghoſt there 


D mentioned 
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mentioned are, miraculous and; extraordinary, 
whichare not tobe expected, now, becaule the 
reaſon why they were, then, given, is now ceaſed. 
Miracles are Signes, and Signes are for unbelieyers : 


:Ccr.14.23 Thoſe extraordinary diſpenſation, of the Spirit 


were in order to the; Converſion of Nations. In 
converted and ſetled Churches there is no need of 
Miracles, and: therefore:there,the Gifts of the Ho- 


2+, or oſtent"; 


ly Ghoſt, and difpenſations of the Spirit are not 
viſble- and extraordinary, or by way of prodigy 
but-the Spiritan a filent and inviſible 
(yetreal and effetu$- manner bloweth where, 

and as it pleaſeth. Asthole Diſciples at Ephe- 


ſus did, upon their being baptized in the name 


of the Lord Jeſus, receive the' Holy Ghoſt in 
Gifts miraculous and extraordinary, fo doubtleſs 


they. did receive thoſe. more ordinary (but more 
neceſſary ) gifts and (graces which by the Holy 
Ghoſt are poured forth upan all-thoſe that ab, 
and truly have /given up their names co Chriſt; 
which then, as-now, and now, as then, are ſhed 
forthin Baptiſm, according to, what S. Peter un- 
dertakestoithoſe new Conyerts of hys, ; A&.2, 38. 
Repent.and be baptized every one of you,in the name 
of. Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſson of fins ; and ye ſball 
receive the pift of the Holy.Ghoft. . 
The Giltz0s the Holy Ghoſt at that time pour- 
p e d 
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ed fotth together- with the water ..of Baptiſm, 
(beſidesthoſe extraordinary, :which onely fell. up- 
on'ſome (luch as Fongues, Miracles, 'and Prophc- 
cy, ©xc,) were ordinarily theſe three 3 Illumina- 
tion, Juſtification and: Santification. ©: | : ++, {,/;!, | 
. - 1. Humination : Callto mind. Clays the Au. ys.1.;; 
thor to the Hebrews) the former dayes, in which 
after ye were illuminated ye ſuffered a great fight 
of afflictions. The Ancients underſtanding this 
place. of Baptiſm, . do ſometimes in their writings 
call Baptiſm it{elf by :the names of *5-u& or ]I[u- 
mination, and the Font #75» or the Illumina- 
tory. This no doubt with regard of the Bapti- 
zed's being then admitted into the knowledg and 
participation of thoſe myſteries of God in Chriſt, 
which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, had been hid from 
Ages and' Generations, | but now' made manifeſt 
unto the Saints. The faich and belief of whicheq «. :c. 
mykteries, was the gift of God bythe operation of. 
the Holy Ghoſt, - without which, we can neither; 
rightly love God, or know Chriſt, No man car 
ſay that Feſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 
So:the' Apoſtle tells us, x Cor. 12.3. And in ano- 
ther place, The love of God 3s ſhed abroad-in our gn.s.;. 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which 3s givennato.us.. ' 
{12% "Fwſtification : 'by which I underſtand Re- 
miſſion of ſins,and Reconciliation with God. Be- 
»S ing 
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(249 
ing-juftified by faith ; werthawe; peace with; Gag. 
Now-that Baptiſm1s .an inſtrument of conferring 
Remiſſion of ſins is an Article 'of our Creed: I 
believe one Baptiſm for. the Remiſfion of fins; 
which (as all other Articles aught to he) is founded 
upon Divine Revelation, or expres. authority of 
Holy Scripture. - Bebaptized ewery oxe. of yau in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt for Remiſſun of fins, ( fo 
S. Peter.) And the Counlel that the devout Ana- 
nias gave'S. Paul, as he relates the ftory himfelf, 
A&4. 22. 16. was, That be mould make baſte to be 
baptized, and waſh away hisſins,. calling upon the 
name of the Lord. © , | | 

Upon which grounds we'may ſafely conclude, 
that all thoſe firſt converts to Chriſtianity, who 
upon the preaching of the Apoltles renounc'd their 
Idolatry and fintullife, and embrac'd the faith of 


Chriſt; did upontheir Baptiſm receive a full, free 


and inftantaneous'pardon. of all their fins,: and: 
were ſaved by Baptiſm, as $.; Peter ſpeaks, 1. Pet-3. 
21. or by the waſhing of Regeneration, as S. Paul, 


Tit.3.5. OREN | Ak 
26 San&Gifecation, For which the place: how, 


% 


-. mentioned'in Titws is moſt expreſs; He faved 15: 


by the-waſhing of - Regeneration, and renemng\ of the 
Holy Ghoſt, "which he ſhed/on us moſt cbundantly 
through Feſus Chrift our Saviour. And'in: 1/Car.6. 
II, 
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11, ſpeaking what kind, of perfongſpme wr 
Carinthigns, had boat before cheir. RaptiGnghetells. 
them there, - Hom by it, tbey were 6 ow? ſan- 


Gified, and juſtified in, the Fes t e Lord Fefus, 

and by tbe jp ge Ged. .And;the Chuchin her 

preface to the office. of Baptiſm doesnot onely. 
alan the Congregation to ptay .thad the, Child. 
may be baptiz'd with watcy, and the Holy,Ghoſt, 
but prayes her ſelf in theſe words:, We beſeech thee 
for thine infinite mercies,, that thoy, wilki mercifully 
look upon this Child, waſh bins, ;aud fanSiþe bin 
with the Holy Ghoft, @x.; And, that (when ſhe 
prayes thus ) ſhe prayes/in; faich! 3, you may be 
ſatisfied from her, profellion 1 afrerwayd.:: Seeing 
now, dearly belowed, that..this Child 4 regenerate, 
and grafted into the body. of - Chrifts, Church, &c. 
Which profeſſion ſhe makes.not to:men anel y,but 


to God, ahd: that in\a, maſt ſolemn, ang publick, > ;... 


manner.z;c4$ , appears from thoſe; words.: in the 
Thankegiying-jmmediately- following: We yield, 
thee hearty thanks,qneft heavenly Father that it bath 
pleaſed thee, to- Ns leſan by ey Holy 
Spirit,&c.. '14 1 1 

'Fhey- then that do noe: believe chat the Holy 
Ghoſt doesaccompany! this'Qrdinanee of. 
do not-belieyeas the Church bakirers 38g d6 the 
NEST The deſcent af theHoly Ghoſt 


upon 
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Wk + ide clans. ini a'viſibe ſhape} was one of 


ofe2thiracitlthls" effe&s that Tipricd! athis bap-! 
tiſm\; which miraculous difcent at that time] was 
no leſs then a pleUgand earneRt' of whar is done: in 
the'Sacrament'of Baptiſm, ever ſince; : though nor 
miracalouſly and vilibly, "yet really and-effetu-' 
ally ;” the Gifes of THuniination and Juſtification 
being: therein conferted by the waſhing, of Rege- 
neration;and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

The-third and laſt miraculous effec, - accom- 
panying"0ur. Saviours Baptiſin, was a vorce from 
Heavery proelaiming him in the Audience of the 
by-ſtandets to be the Son' of God.:' And there 
camie'a voice” from Heaven, which ſaid, Thou art my 
beloved Son in whom Tam well pleaſed. 
- Here'I doubt not to affirm, That as Chriſt in 
his baptiſm-was juſtified in, or by the'Spirie'(as 


Tiz.3.16. the Apoſtle with reference, 'as is thotight, . to this 


reſtimony ſpeiks;): chat 19, {As our Saviourar” his 
baptiſm was” thightily: declared by *: the Holy 
Ghoſt to be the-true and eternal Son of God by 
Generation; ſ6-we at -onr|baptiſmare admitted 
and received as the Sons of God by Adoption.” 
V'4 ſuppoſt'it altogether fieedlelsfor mers bring 
oy ts toiprov /&this © * Everyone that has buc; 
'd the mae: 18to his Catechiſm, - profeſles 
that in his Baptiſm he was made a. member of 
Chriſt, 


G3) 
Chriſt, a:Chiltl of: /Gad, {and /an Inheritor of, che 
Kingdom of; Heaven,»  And-upon this, account 
it is, that the. Church,upon the conferring of bap- 
ciſm, gives publick and {olemn thanks to God in 
thoſe words, (mentioned before) .expreſling.ngr 
onely the gift of Regeneration, but, that alto of 
Filiation or Adoption. We yield thee hearty 
thanks moſt mercitu] Father, that. ic hath pleaſed 
thee to regenerate this [ofane by thy Holy Spirit, 
to receive him for thy own Child by Adoption, 
and to incorporate, him into thy, Holy Ghurch, 
And(o having done with choſe miraculqus.events . 
that attended our Saviours Baptiſm, which,were, 
The opening of Heaven, The deſcent of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, anda voice heard trom Heaven, prQs 
claiming Chriſt to he the Son of God. And ha- 
vin rarallel d theſe miraculous Events with thole 
= effe&s. thar do till, accompany. that Sacxa- 
crament of. Chriſts own Joſtitution,; and (ary 


cording to:kis promile), ſhall do ſo to the end Ma. 28.u':, 


of the world. And having ſhewed that therein 
Heaven is opened, the Holy Ghoſt conferred, and 
the party. baptiz'd -made. the Child-of God by 
Adoption : I come now,unto. 
_.. The third Particular, remakable in \ this ſtory, ha 
and that. i is the means or inſtrumental-cauſe that cb 
procur'd the. opening of the Heavens, the deſcent 
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of the' Holy 'Ghoſt,atvd the vbice thit proclaimed 
Chtiſt ts be the 'Sbii of God ;' whith was) (as As 
here obſerved) the Prayers of our Saviour; 'Feſus 
bemg baptized and praying, it came topaſs that the 
Heawens were opened;/&e. oo OOO! 
© That fo great thinbs as thele were \procurd'by 
{5 'powertul a-means as the Iriterceffionof the Son 
of God,- we need not wonder.” | So need we not 
doubt of the truth and reality of thoſe graces 
conferr'd upon us-at our baptitm, ſince they are 
proved ard obtxuiced by the-very fame nica\s, 
vits/by the nictiarion 'and intetceſſiofl of '6fr 
fithfuland mercrful High-prieſt, ©who-ever Hives 
ro'mikeitnerceffion for us,and who bas promifet! 
t6'4cedmpany'the nſe even'of this 'very Otdi- 
nance, by his Holy Spirit, unitb-the end-of 'the 
world.Go/and teath'all'Natitns: bit iving'thebr8e. 
Ait-Tos 1 ate with yon'ewen'totÞe ent of 0 wortdl 
Hence” we learh,” tnoreover? that ſolemn Prayers 
hid ſapplications oughr always/to be'z6yned with 
the'Adminiſtration ofthe Sacraments. '  Fefrrs be- 
mg baptized ant{ praying, the heavens were opened, 
ind the” Holy Ghoft deſcended;8c.* 'So' noW'ih the 
ule of this Sacrament, the Prayers of the Chureh: 


4 tmited to'the Intercefſion of Chriſt, are a power- 


ful and effeftual means of epening Heaven, afid 
of bringittg down the Holy Ghoſt (inthe'ſence 
| above 
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bove.mehtion'd }.upen the perſons baptiz'd. . - 
-' Again : From hence it is obvious toobſerve, 
how the Rittzal part of Chtiſtianity,(1.)The Rites 
and external Ceremonies enjoyn'd on Gods part, 
are always to be accompanied with ſamething mo- 
ral on ours. The Rite of Baptiſm is then effatual 
when it 1s rightly performed ;. that is, - when the 
Admuwuſtration ot it is accompanied with ſolemn 
Prayerand Supplication. Though the grace con- 
ferr'd in Baptiſm be the free Gift of God, yet 
ſomething. is requir'd on our parts' for the/procu: 
ring of ut : Not that we ſhould glory or attribute | 
any thing to the merit of our own works, but that 
we may value and prize the Grace the more, be- 
ing that 1s not obtaid , Ex opere operato, (as 
ſome affirm) by the mere doing of the thing, how 
careleſly and ſupinely ſoever, but by caretul and 
conſcientious uſing therewithal the means of 
Gods own appointing and hallowing. Feſus 
himſelf bemg baptized [and praying] the heavens 
were opened, &-c. So the Sacraments of the 
Church,through the Prayers of the faithful,zoyn'd 
with the Interceſlion of Chriſt, þecome effeQual 
to the very {ame purpoles, as has been ſhown in 
the preceeding dilcourle. 7 

. Laſtly, We may from hence reſt ſatisfied, that 
the Sacraments inſtitured by Chriſt, under the 
E New 


AR. 19.4. 
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New'Feſtament, are not Mera @».nuda ſymbols; 
Nakedfymbols, Signes onely,and meer fignifica- 
tions of ſomething to be done, withotit canter4 
ringany thing at all of help or afliſtance towards 
the doing of it.'- Such! indeed we' acknowledg 
the Baptiſty'of John to-be 3 ARite, or: external 
Ceremony, ſerving to'put: men in.mind1of the 
preatpurity'that would be required of them whe 
wastolive under the! Laws of the Meſſza;. whoſe 
forerunner he was, and baprized as tuch, ſaying 
unto thei people;' that «they! Jhould believe on- him 
who ſbould come after him 3. that is; on :Chriſb Je- 
ſas. 'Sich we/acknowledg Circumciſion tohave 
been, ' vis. - A ſign or ſymbol of cutting off; the 
ſaperfluities, -arid parting iaway: filthinels of the 
fleſh, bur that, init (elf, it contributed nothing 


mance-of{ ſuch a work...  : 

- The Sacraments of the New-Feſtament are of 
another Nature ;' not bare and naked fignes, one+ 
ly to-ſignifie-what isto-be done; andto mind us 
of ourduty ; but,accordingto the Dodrine (not 
onely' of the Schools, but) - of the Fathers; and 
Scripture itſelf; : they are the effeQual means/and 
inſtruments of conveying divine / ayd,. ghoſtly 
Rrenpth'; and Grace, 'to thoſe Receivers of them, 
that'do not. in - themſelves, Obicem. ponere- (as the 
\ Schools. 


either oft or ſtrength-towards the perfor- 
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Schook;uſe:to (peak )) thatis, that.do not put in 
{omething'by-way- of -barr,or impediment to their 
intended and defigned operation : Particularly 


our Saviour. did baptize with:the. Holy Ghoſt, and 
with fire. (i.e.) did, together with his Baptiſm, 
confer the quick, ative and operative Gifts of the 
Holy: Ghoſt, reſembled for that reaſon to Fire. 
In ſhort, thus 3 Jobns baptiſm did fignifie unto 
men that Repentance and purity of Lite was their 
duty. ' Chriſts. baptiſm did really regenerate and 
puritre-them. Toes : 

Thus much of the View and-Review of thele 
words. !,* ,. 


E 2 


Fo Soruple. 


Anjow. 
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Tſhould here have put an endto this Diſcourle; 
were it. not for a certain Seruple that calls, and an 
me z0n that clamours for fatisfaQtion. 
e'Sctuple,! ih ſhort, is this'3 That fince it is 
now > Abalone of the Charch; to baptize:Chil- 
dren ir their-Tefericy, how they can be capable of 
thoſe Benefits of Baptiſm above mentioned, or 
indeed of any other? Do they then receive Re- 
miſfion of their Sins, Divine Illumination Oc? 
To this Fanſwer, "They do-not indeed receive 
2 Retniffion of their adual'fins, for the needie 
not; nor any aQtual [lumination.f6r they ate” rior 
capable” of it :- But they really receive at that 
time both SarBification and Remiflion;” | 
' x. Sanftification, in that their perſons are then 
conſecrated and dedicated to God :Their Natures 
regenerate, they being born anew of water, 'and 
the Holy Ghoſt. 
And ſecondly, Remiflion of Sins by firitinat 
Regeneration ; the guilt of Original fin being 
ſo wholly eaken away by Baptiſm, that if they die 
before they commit any aQual crime,. they are 
undoubtedly ſaved; This is the avowed -Do- 


drine of our Church, who therein grounds her 
felf upon the Word of God, as appears from 
thoſe words by way of Rubrick {ubjoyn'd to the 
office of Baptiſm. 


It is certain by Gods Word 
that 
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that- Children which are baptir'd, :dying before; 


they: commit aRual fin, 'areundonbtedly faved., 
Further, they then receive the Gifts of Adop- 
con; as has been faid, being received intathe/bo- 
ſohe of _the Church,as the Chiſdret of G6d;arid 
enrolled neg the numbev of rhe fairkful/ » Then 
do they receive the fegds/ of-thoſe prices whichity 
x; Viſible” manner ſpring up afterwards, provided 
that they themlelvesdo not obicem ponere, or put 
_ in! fomething in Bar,» The bapriſm-of the-Sparie 
will in due time become as vitible as that of water, 
if they do- not do' thiofe things in:the mean time 
that infillibly grieve and quenchthe Spirie: '- |; 
' To prevent- which; the Church takes ali pof+ 
fible care, enjoying the uſe of Confirmation, 
which is intended" for” the'corroboration of bap- 
tiſmal Grace, being ('as one calls ir')- the fupples- 
tory of early Baptiſm, -and:a Rite certainly/of A 
poſtolica}, beth Inſtitution and Praftiee 3/ where-- 
in we give our {elves up wnto- Chriſt by aur own. 
free and voluntary choice, no leſs then if we 
had been aQually baptized at that inſtant; rati- 
fying in our own perfons that vow, ' and'makihg 
gogd that promiſe, which in theperſon of: others 
we engag*dto perform at our Baptiſm. Thus mach 
m an{werto that Scruple. 9 if 


The Exception which ſome put in againſt In- Exceprion;: 


fant- 


in fn, 


aptiſmi. 
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. "fant-baptiſm.3t felf,; wet onely-as 1mpenirent and: 


frivolous, .'butias bnlawful and abominable ;. -is 
not ſo eaſ] ly, at}lealt not ſo ſoon anſwer'd.: |. 

We are fallen unto times wherein contentiqus, 
ſpirits have aflum'dithe. liberty not ontly,to.ap- 
poſe the Dofrine, but todiſturb-the peace of the 
Church, as about. others, ſo particularly about this 
point of baptizing Infants ;.;from the rebaptizing 
of which, they themſeves (I mean the ſe&) have 
received their __ and are- * haptizdd, RT 
os | 

Being: then that. we are met upgn ſuch an > 
caſ on as this, </iz. to.dedicatean Infant/to God. 
by Baptiſm, it! may ſeem nor; oncly ſealonahle, 
butin ſome ſort necefſary,'to ſay ſomething in ju- 
Rification of the Churches Practice..m this Par- 
ticular/z-and'ts do what we can, (as, every true 
Son of 'the.-Chusch, and. every ggad, Chriſtian, is 
bounda do) to;put-a op! to-the carer of that 
opimian,) which; 11 a ſhort time, if it ſhould pre- 
vail, . would put .an end to Chriſtianity in Chri- 
Rendom, | by making it conſiſt of no other but 
anbaprized -perſons,or (if I,may ſo (peak) pf LUn- 
chriſten'd Chriſtians: // '_; |, 

; ;ThisI halkendeayour.to do, i inas ſhort, and as 
latifying a way as Iam able: Faſt, by anſwering 
| lomhe of the chiet of their Arguments ; Secondly, 


Niel by 
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a poſitive 'Aﬀertion of the point: ir ſelf) 'Both 
choſe; asbriefly;i{o, as fully;'-as the latrey erid of 
4'Sermon"will permit';- Leforenic them tha#have 
the mindand the leiſure 'to engage in ſuch a rask, 
rothe no few; nor 4mall volumes char! have row 
bledtheworld apon this boeaſion.)" LOL, 
'1 The Arguinents they bing againſt padobap 4rg-1 
reſi; \are/eicher drawn trom\Sc Rexfomn 
Of thefirſt ſort; thar drawnfrom b\rcedof the 
Inſtitution of baptiſin; they look'upon/asunan{\ve- 
rable. ''Go and teach all Nations baptiwing them in Ma. 12. 19. 
the name of the-Futhes, '0 "the b) 11. und pf* the Holy 
Ghoſt-=-From whetic t fs Torr hav m_ areto 
be baptizedibue ſach asare firſtt P(astliey 
areipleaſedto criticize upon Le OEAS py a6 OS 
Diſciples. When men throughly-underſtand'Chr*** 
ſtianity, -or the way of Chrift, and are willing ts 
ownand profeſs it, then they: __ 'be baprined 
not before. So they. 

To:this I Anfwery: That if this Progoſitionhad | 
been found in Scripture; either in exprefs words 
orby undeniable confequence,they had faid ſome- 
thing. Bar to lay-ſogreat'a weight; uporvſo ſandy! 
Foundation as that of the ca{ual-placing' of *thele: 
words, :{hewes no. more; but that (as finkimg-men 
are. willing to poppe. nn gov ger, ſo.) they: 
were glad:to make ule of this-A Aorwant- 
of a better. Thar : 


| Tharghe laeg af X, theſe words is bring any 
ſuch, deign; 44: that any; ſuch/infetence-ought or 
might, be drawn fron them, is evident fromthis, 
'Thatin the ſame period Teaching is put after Bap» 
Lizing, as well as. before it,--Go,and teach all /Ng+ 
tions, baftizing them in the name of the Father,atd 
» the Son, ard of tbe Haly Ghoſt 3 "Teaching thi to 
. obſera4\ all, things. whatſoever TIbeve commanded 
$04, $5, So that ;an Argument drawn from theſe 
words, for Baptizing before Teaching, is as good 


- 2: 145 for. qne, drawn, for, Teaching. before Baptizany 3 


and nothing more ſure then that theſe words were 
not, marſhall d' and plac'd thus, as an intended 
foundation of this Dodtrine ; for doubtleſs if fo, 
. would have-been built upon long before theſe 
deſtruQive Builders thought of Building their Hay 
and. Scraw and Stubble upon it ; Erroneous and 
groundlels Deductions! from Scuipture 4 being at 
the beſt, no better. 

W. excnd Arguinent 1sd divwn Gibas Mark 1:6. 16. 
He that beliewveth and 5s baptized, ſhall be ſaved.--- 
Whente they conclude that: Baptiſm is for Be- 
lievers only. Before that, none: can be rk 
K}: -nor can it benefit any< } 10 I66 

"Fo this we-An{wer; Arthat time: when Chriſt 
| ſpake theſe words. ;; none could be: baptized that 
did not aQually believe; or at leaſt aQually po 


| _ himſelf a Believer. But  diflinguinds ſunt Tem- 
- At that time there was no ſuch thing as 
Children of Believers to baptize, for there were 
no Believers except only ſome few in Tudea. The 
Apoſileat the 15. Verle had a Commiſſion given 
to go forth into all the world, and to Preach the 
Goſpel to every creature , and as many as they 
could convert thole they were to baptize, and no 
other. Nothing ſo certain as that they neither would 
nor ought to baptize any before they were fully 
converted and made a profeſſion, not only of their 
faith, but of their defire to be baptized, as we find AR. 8. 8. 
the Euinuoh did. 
But afterwards the caſe was otherwiſe, when 
Nations came to be converted , Churches ſerled, 
and Chriſtianity propagated from the Father to 
the Son : Then, the promiſe being made to them as... ;s. 
and their Children; And the Children themſelyes* <7: *4 
being holy,as born of believing Parents,and wich- 
in the Covenant, they are certainly not les capable 
of being admitted into the Chriſtian Church, as 
Members thereof, by the right of baptiſm (which 
St. Paul calls the circumciſion of Chrifr) then the Colr-r1.r2 
Iſraclitiſh Infants were of being admitted into'the: 
Jewiſh Church, by the right of circumciſion. | 
He then that dnely conſiders this paſſage, toge- 
gether with the circumſtances (that ought. to'be. 
F confi- 


3 Arg. 


7 Py 
conſidered) of the time when, and reaſon why it 
way ſpoke; will I think , be as.inclmable to con- 
clude any thing therefrom, as that it was intended. 
as a-prohibition of Baptiſm to the Children of be- 
lieving parents,or that any ſuch thing can,conclud- 
iogly, beinferr'd fromiit. 

A third. Argument they bring againſt Infanc- 
baptiſm grounded upon this Reaton. There is no 
plam and exprefs Precept in all the Scripture for 
the doing of itz nor no example ſo maniteſt as to 
evinceit wascver done, therefore the doing of it 


*. .+..- 16 unlawkul. 


| Anſwer- 


Ro. 4+ 15, 


Fo this I anſwer That this Propoſition, L What- 
ſoever is not commanded in Gods word may not 
he done isnot true. My reafon is becaute the 
contrary untoit w4o.; whatloever isnot forbidden 


in the Word:of God may be done; for where 


thereis na Law, there 1s no Tra n. 

So then whereas they ſay, there is no precept 
noc example for 1t.1n Scripture : Ad! that 
tobe true ,. it wa. fufficient Anſwer to that Obje- 
Aion tolay, there tsnexther againſt ie. And if the 
difference between them and us , concerning this 
matter,. cometabe weighed m this Ballance, it 
would' be: found” to-ſtand: thus They have the 

-ofthe whale Church againſt them, and 


av Scriptucefor them. :: We have the praftice of 
| the 
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the whole Church for us, and noScripture againſ 
us. Theſe ſcales, you fee give it for us, ai 
them cleerly. And thus having given a taſt of their 
> 8" _ you ſeethey are Lo ,1I 
ſhall now {ay ſomething by way © we Afler- 
tion of the Churches Dodtine and —_ 10 this 
Particular. <3, 93:4 
Briefly then Iſhall endeavor to affert , not only Afcriam. 
the lawfulneſs but the neceſſicy of Infant-baptiſm 
by Seripture, by Reafon, and by Univerſal pra+ 
ice, and firſt 


By Scripture. 
I do not ſay that there is any Scripture that does 
totidemwerbss, or in expreſs words lay , That 1n- 
fams are to be baptized , but there is a Text that 
not only juftrfies the lawfulnelſs of doing ic, but by 
gence proves the unlawfulnels of keaving it ! 
undone, and that is Io, 3. at the g. verſt. Except e | 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, be cannot 
enter mo the Kingdom of God, Whenocit follows, 
that if the want of Baptiſm endanger theſalvation 
of any, # muſt be the fault of them that deny 6r 
or keep them fromm. | A 
I am notthe firſt that has urgrdthis Text forthe , 
neceſſiry of Infant-baptiſm,bur eo evade the fore zzintzifber 
of this Argament they giverwo. Anſwers.  Fick, 99: * 
that the Text it ſelf ves beundenſtovd ofperions 
F 2 of 


þ Anſwer. 


(49) 
of mature age. and therefore it is faid Except 2 
man, not except a child be born again, &c. To this 
L anſwer, thad-:: ©1foyl! 11; fc | 

This is a miſtake ariſing fromthe ignorance of 


 theoriginal, and therefore the Reply is caſie.” Ic 


is not-there ,. Except 4. man (as we Tranſlate it) 
but i 7, It is an Indefinite, equivalent to-an 
Univerſal, fo that the ſence is (without exception 
of Man, Woman, or Child:) Except a perſon, or 
except one'be born again of water, 8c. | 
A ſecond exception to the Argument drawn 
from this Text is this, That according to the Rule 
of this expoſition there is a neceſſity. of commu- 
nicating Children as well as of. baptizing them, of 
giving them the Sacrament of theEuchariſt as well 
as'that of Baptiſm, for it is ſaid Io. 6. 53. Except 
ye eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and drink his Blood, 
ye. haweno life.in you. | i 
. Fo this Lan{wer:that one Scripture-is to be ex- 
ounded,ſo as nat' to contradict another,and pla- 
ces that are obſcure, muſt receive light from thoſe 
that are plain.. Now the places that ſpeak of thc 


Bacrament of the Lords Supper do plainly ſhow 


that-it is- to be received only by ſuch as have the 
uſe of reaſon and have underſtanding, As oft as ye 
eat.this bread and drink this cup,ye do ſbew forth(or 
ſhew ye forth) the Lords death till he come. And in 
"EW 7 the., 


- 
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the next verſe, Let 4 man examine himfelf,and ſo let Cer, 1g, 
him eat of that bread,and drink of that cup,&c. Self- 


examination , and- commemoration of Chriſts 
death are the eſſential and indiſpenſible duties of 
thoſe that come to that Sacrament, neither of 
which children are capable of performing,and con- 
ſequently cannot be inoluded in the latter of theſe 
Texts, but muſt be {on the former, unleſs fome 

' Scripture can be ſhown to the contrary which hi: 
therto I preſume has not been done. 

But it they ſhall ſtill perſiſt, and fay, that this 
place is not expreſs and'plain enongh' for them 
who make Scripture their Rule, and go no further 
thenthey have expreſs warrant from thence ;'then 
E-deſire that they would pleaſe to ſhow any au- 
thority out of Scripture tor the communicating 
of women, or the obſervation of the Lords Day, 
fo ſtrong and full as this is for the baptizing of In-- 
fants. 
© My ſecond Argument for Infant-baptiſm is from: 

Reaſon. 

Infants ſtand in need-of this Sacrament,and this 
Sacrament is effeQual as to what they need, and: 
therefore in all reaſon- they ought to be admitted* 
to it,and itis a ſin to deny it them. They ſtand in 
need of it in regard of the pollution of their 'na- 
tures by Original fin; being conceived in fin _ 


(43) : 


'PhiL. 53. $. bor itt iniquity. Now that Baptiſm does take a- 


way Original ſin, as to the guilt of it, and waſhes 
them cleanfrom that, is clearly the 

of what the Church delivers as her avowed Do» 
Grine, mentioned before, where ſhe ſays, It is cer- 
tain by Gods W ord that Children which are bap- 
tized,dying before they commit actual fin,are un- 
doubtedly ſaved, which cannot be true, unleſs 
their Original ſia be forgiven in Baptiſm. St. Au- 
ftine conſidering this,doeschink it very reaſonable, 
that if by the fins of another (that is, of theic firſt 
Parents) they are made capable of Damnation ; 
{o by the Faith of others (r.e. the Sponſares, or 
thoſe that undertake for.them) they may be ad- 
mitted to that Sacrament which makes them ca- 
pable of Salvation. 

Therefore (lays he) being in the ſtate of Ori- 
ginal fin, and ſanding m need of the Laverof Re- 
generation, but not being able to preſent them- 
lelvesto it, arcommodat ex mater Eccleſia aliornn 
pedes ut wenant, aliorumoerds ut credant, Being 
not able to come themſelves, they are brought 
by ethers; and being not able toundertake any 
thing for themſelves, others undertake in their 
names, and for them : The great Shepherd and 
Byhop of eur Souls, being willing to give them 
Induction by Proxy, into his Kingdom, becauſe 
it 


(43) 
it was by Proxy, or m the perſon of another that 


they firſt fell from nt.. Peccant in alio,. credunt in aug. 


alio, inquinentzr in alio, purgantur in'atio: And 
if God, ia Juſtice, may unpute the fin of another 
unto them, and reckon that Original guilt,contra- 
Qed in Adam, as thetrs; May he not, as well, 
in mercy, accept that profeſſion of faith made at 
their Baptiſm, and thoſe vowsand promiſes, as if 
they were thetr own, efpecrally fince they become 
therr own, as ſoon as they come to undesſtand: * 


them. 
Prabitee. 

My third Plea for the Afﬀertion of Infant-bap- 
tiſm is from the univerſal practice of the Church. 

Thacit is at preſent the univerial practice of all 
that in all the world call themlelves Chriſtians, 
themſelves, I mean Anabaptifis excepted) is a: 
thing that:they themleves cannot deny. 

For precedent Ages,. there ts no-Writer, how 
ancient ſoever, but mentions it ; and St. Auſtin 
concludes'it to be of Apoſtolical Tradition, and' 
gives this Rule whereby we are to judg it to be 
{o.; Quod femper in Eccleſia retentum et, nec in 
eripturts inmvenitur, nee 4 concilio fancitur, id ab 
Apoſtolis traditum effe,retie creditur. That whicty: 
has ever been prattis'd in the Church, and isnei-- 
ther delivered in the Scriptures, nor cnjoyn'd by: 
I- 


a Council that is rightly to be Jooked upon as de- 
rived unto us by Apoſtolical. tradition : and in- 
. ſtances, for example, in the Baptiſm of Infants. 

- So that whereas they ſay it is a late Invention 
crept into the Church, fince the myſterie of Ini- 
quity began to work ; if they mean to be belieyd 
when they ſay ſo, they are bound to ſhow the time 
when it was firſt introduc't, and this under the 
penalty of lying under that ſevere charge that 

| Mr. Calvin upon this account layes upon them. 
* Inftiv c 17. Quod antem apud ſimplicem wulgum diſſeminant, 
| Chriſti reſurre&ionem 
preteriiſſe, quibus incognitns erat pedobaptiſmus,in - 
eo fediſſeme mentiuntur. S1quidem nullus eſt Scrip- 


longam annorum ſeriem: 


tor tam wetuſtus, qui non ejus originem ad Apoſt 


olo- 


rum tempora pro certo referat. Whereas (ayes he) 
they ſpread it among the ſimple vulgar,that many 
years after Chriſts ReſurreQion, there wasno ſuch 
thing known, as the Baptizing of Infants, they lye 
moſt filthily ; for there is not any Writer ſo an- 
cient, but does refer the original of it, for certain, 


to the Apoſtles times, 


The caſe ſtanding thus, the meaneſt Chriſtian 
that is, may confute this error out of that place in 
St. Paul, where he ſayes, If any one be contentions, 
we have noſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. 


From which paſſage I ſhall defire to recommend 


theſe 


k 
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theſe two ſhort notes, and fo to conclude this 
whole diſpute. 

x. In cales of this nature, Diſſenters ought to be | 
concluded by the praftice of the Church. 

2. They that refuſe to be concluded. by that, 
are to be look'd upon as contentious perſons, ſuch 
as neither reaſon nor authority can ſatisfie ; Ratio- 
nibus non convincantur quia non intelligunt, Autho- 
ritatibus non conſtringuntur quia non recipiunt.They 
are not convinc'd by Reaſon, becauſe they under- 
ſtand it not ; nor ſilenc'd by Authority , becauſe 
they ownit not ; as one long ſince found cauſe 
to complain. 

And now having done with this diſpute, I find 
my ſelf at liberty to conclude; which I ſhall do 
with a ſhort (but neceſſary ) Reflexion or two, 
firſt upon our ſelves, and ſecondly upon the pre- 
ſent occafion. 

Firſt then conſidering what has been ſaid, and 
admitting it for Truth , we cannot but find our 
ſelves oblig'd to entertain a high and venerable 
eſteem ofthe ſacred Rights and Inſtitutions of our 
moſt holy Religion : particularly of this Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, as a thing high, holy, myſterious 
and ſacred , not only in refveds of the Author and 
Inſtituter ofit, (which was the co-eternal Son ot 
God, our bleſſed Saviour; (himſelf God above 
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all; bleſſed for evermore) but alſo in regard of the 

happy effeQts of it,and the bleſlings which are con- 
yeyed to us thereby. It being the Laver of Rege- 
neration, the Seal and Inſtrument of Ulunupation, 
Juſtification, SanRification,and Adoption. A right 
that our bleſſed Saviour firſt ſanifyed by his per- 
ſonal ſuſception,afterwards conſigning it over agsan. 
eſſential right and neceflary duty to his Church, 
never to be diſus'd or laid down till his ſecond 
comming 3 and laſt ofall does make it effeual to. 
his Church, to ſeveral great and high purpoſes, by 
the Miniſtery of his holy ſpirit, which according 
to his own promiſe, ſhall accompany the right and 
due uſe of it, tothe end of the world, as has been 
formerly.ſhown, and prov'd. 

It is the ſin and ſhame ofthis preſent age to dil- 
value and flight the holy Rights and ſacred Inſti- 
tutions of that Religion they pretend to own; to 
queſtion their validity, and diſpute their efhcacy. 
And (more is the pity ) they. are not a few that 
place the greateſt part of their Religion in ſo do- 
ing, accounting themſelves Chriſtians for nothing 


\more , thep for either not having receiv d, or 


having renounc't their Baptiſm. 

Ka ſew under the Law of Moſes, ſhould have 
faid any thing by way of derifion or contempt of 
Circumeciſton, he ſhould certainly have fuffered 
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death, if it had beenprov'd againſt him, by three, #%- _— 


or but by two witneſſes. Of how much ſorer pu- 
niſhment (according to St. PauPs own argument ) 
ought he to be thought worthy , which deſpiſes 
chis Sacrament of the new Covenant , which ſuc- 
ceeds in the room of that, and of which that was 
but a type and ſhadow : eſpecially conſidering 
that ſince Chriſt both inſtituted it by his precept, 
and {anQfyed it by his example, and accompanies 
it by his holy ſpirit, and has commanded a perpe- 
tual uſe of it to the end of the world. Such at- 
fronts and contempts asthele are,cannot be offered 


toſuch an Ordinance as this is, by any , without Ver. »x 


treading under foot the ſon of God, who ordain'd \ 
it ; nor without counting the blood of the Cove- 
nant wherewith he was ſanRifyed (the Benefit of 
which is confign'd to him in this Sacrament) an 
unholy thing ; and without doing deſpite to the 
ſpirit of Grace. 

Not only the Jew but the Gentile, not the old 
Synagogue alone, but the old Pagan world, ſhall 
rife up in Judgment againſt this generation of pro- 
phane Saints, and condemn them; for they were 
trace to the Religion they profeſt, and held all that 
related to it ſacred , and worthy of their higheſt 
veneration. 
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'Tis true, the Pagan Religion and Rights there- 
of, were impious and idolatrous, but they looking 
upon itas divine, and knowing no better, if they 
ſhoukd have trampled upon the Femples , Sacri- 
fices, and Rights of thoſe that they held for true 
Deities, they ought to have been look'd upon in 
all reaſon; not ſo much for Idolaters as Atheiſts. 

To deſpiſe the ſacred Rites of Chriſtianity , 
which are the known and confeſt Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, can proceed from nothing elſe then a:Tin- 
Qure (atleaſt) of theſpirit of Atheiſm, which is 
notoriouſly known to have been very predominant 
in ſomeof the Apoſtles of that SeQt. 

Secondly, ſince this Ordinance of Chriſt has ſo- 
high, holy, and beneficial an influence upon all 
that are ingrafted into lim thereby. Since therein, 
Heaven is opened, the Holy Ghoſt is given, and 
the grace of Adoption.conterred .: It highly con- 
cerns all thoſe who know themſelves to have been 
mcorporated mto the Church, which is the Body 
of Chriſt, by this means; to conſider the obliga- 
gation that lyes upon them, to labourto walk,wor- 
thy of this vocation wherewithall they are called. 

Think what a horrible Apoſtacy it is, after we. 
have fworn Allegrance to God , to-revolt to the 
Devi]. Conſider what zeal, what care, what vehe- 
ment defire (to uſe the Apoſtles words) we ought 
| wayes; 
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alwayes tohave, to correſpond with this Vow and 
Obligation of ours; yea, what Indignatioh. and 
Revenge we ought to entertain againft our Sins , 
which are the deleteryes and defacers 'of our Bap- 
tiſmal Innocence. | 

Every ſingle Act of Sm isa Receding from this 
Vowe ; Buta contirm'd Habit therein ,. unſettles 
our calling, diſaſcertains our condition , as being 
a.Relapſe and Apoſtacy from our Allegiance, a 
treacherous-Revolt from: our Leige. Lord, and 
Soveraign, and arunning over to his open and: 
profeſt Enemies ; a divorcing the Dove,toeſpouſe 
the Serpent ; which muſt needs throw us into-- 
great and horrible, if not ({ometimes) into irreco-- 
verable dangers. 

'Tis. better. (in the judgment of St. Peter) not 
to have been waſhed, then after they have been 
ſo, to return with the Sow , to: her wallowing in., per, +. 25; 
the mire. 

Letall ofus thenthat have been made partakers 
of this Grace, ſee that we walk circumſpeAly , re- * Pa 1.198 
deeming the time, and giving diligence to make this 
onr high calling and holy eleftion ſure, by adding to 
Faith , Vertue.; to Vertne, Knowledge; t9 Know- yy. g,oer.:... 
ledge, Temperance; to Temperance , Patience; to 
Patience,Godlineſs 8c. that we may not be barren. 
and unfruirtul nxembers,but may go on from ſtrength 
70 
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toftrength, and from wirtwe to virtue ; that ſo our 
Adoption through Grace may have its conſum- 
mation ih glory, and that in the day of the Reſti- 
ration of all things we-may be own'd by the cha- 
rater imprinted upon us in the day of our en- 
trance into the body of Chriſts Church and com- 
.munion of the Faithful. 


Laſtly, with reſpe&unto the occafion of our 
preſent meeting, I ſhall onely add : Thatfince 
1tis the acknowledg'd duty-of all Chriſtians (as 
being all baptized into the ſame hope, and there- 
by made fellow Members of the ſame myſtical Bo- 
dy) to have a fellow-feeling and Chriſtian ſym- 
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wo ; to rejoyce with them that rejoyce,” and to weep 
with them that weep. I conceive it no leſs then 
the duty of all that fear God here preſent, to 
joyne 1n their Gratulations, and to offer up 
their thankſpivings unto God, fer this his great 
mercy and fignal favour at this time beſtowed up- 
on this noble ' Family , in that he has been plea- 
ſed to give them beanty for aſbes, and the oyl of 
gladneſs for mourning, andthe garment of praiſe for 
the fpirrt of heavineſs: fo that now they may in» 
vert thoſe forrowful words of Feb (Dens dedit 
©» Des abftulit ) which was all that lately oy 
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had to comfort themſelves withal : The Lord hath 


given,and the Lord hath taken, bleſſed be the name of al 


the Lord. 
And now (Bleſſed be the name of the Lord) 
Dews abftulit &- Deus dedit : The Lord has taken, 
and the Lord has given. For one, and that then 
an onely Son, lately taken into-the Kingdom of 
Glory, he has given them another this day to be 
admitted into the Kingdom of Grace. 
Which we being now ſolemnly going to do, 
ive meleave ſolemnly to-move and beleech you 
all, That fince the Prayers of the faithful are the 
means of Gods own appointing and hallowing 
for effeQtuating (through the merits and rains, 
fion of Chriſt Jeſus) of this his own Ordinance, . 
and for procaring the ſacred energy and influence 
of the Holy Spirit, to the pouring forth of thoſe 
various graces convey'd in the Adminiſtration of 
this Holy Sacrament ; you would joyn in the con-- 
tribution of ' your unanimous and hearty-prayers, . 
that God would be pleaſed to open (at this time) 
the Heavens, ſo as that the Holy Ghoſt may de- 
ſcend, to ſanCtifie theſe waters, to hallow this In- 
fant, to waſh away his original guilt and ſtains, to - 
enrol him for a Souldier of Chriſt, and a Son of. 
God. 
And further, that if God in his infinite mercy 
ſhall; 
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hall pleaſego prolong his life,and give him length 
of dayes (and we pray that his dayes may .be ma- 
ny and happy) that he would throughout his 
whole life prevent him with his goodneſs, pouring 
out upon him thoſe Graces that may be needful 
for the holy and happy conduc of it through the 
waves of this troubleſome world, till ſuch time as 
he arrive at theland of everlaſting lite,through Je- 
Aus Chriſt ourLord. 

That He may never break, or recede from this 
his Baptiſmal Vow ; but that being ſtedfaſt in 
faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in Chari- 
ty.; He may grow from Grace to Grace, and 
ſtrength to ſtrength, till he become as eminent in 
his moral and religious, as he will be(if God bleſs 
kim withlite) in his civil and politick capacities. 

And may theſe our Prayers upon Earth, be ratified 
in Heaven, by Ged the Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift ; To whom, with the holy Ghoſt, in the unity of 
the ſame Godbead,be all Honour, Praiſe and Thanks- 
giving world without end. Amen. 


The End, 


